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PLANNING POLICY COMMITTEE 
2 June 2021 

 

 

EAST HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of the Planning Policy Committee held on 2 June 2021 
 
 
Present  
 
Councillor: A Glass (Chairman) 
 
Councillors: D Evans (Vice-Chairman), K Budden, S Hunt, C Louisson, S Pond, 
A Williams and E Woodard 
 
 
1 Apologies for Absence  

 
Apologies were received from Councillors G Hill and M Johnson. 
 

2 Confirmation of Minutes  
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 21 December 2020 were agreed and 
signed as a correct record. 
 

3 Chairman's Announcements  
 
There were no Chairman’s Announcements. 
 

4 Declarations of Interest  
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

5 Beech Neighbourhood Development Plan  
 
The Principal Policy Planner introduced his report which was to consider 
whether the Beech Neighbourhood Development Plan should be adopted as 
part of the statutory development plan following its successful examination and 
referendum.   
 
The process had begun formally in April 2017 and the plan was intended partly 
to formalise the village design statement but also to enable appropriate 
development to take place in the period to 2028.  Beech Parish Council took on 
the first stage pre-submission consultation, Regulation 14 of the neighbourhood 
planning regulations in February 2019 to April 2019.  They set up a working 
group for this purpose working alongside a planning consultant.  The draft 
proposals were submitted to EHDC in June 2019.   
 
Planning Policy at EHDC undertook a formal consultation, Regulation 16 of the 
neighbourhood planning regulations from July 2019 to September 2019.  
Following this, with the consent of Beech Parish Council, EHDC appointed an 
independent examiner to examine the plan.  A hearing was required as part of 
the examination process which was held in February 2020.  Shortly after that, 
the independent examiner concluded their report and submitted it to the council 
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in May 2020.  This was during the lockdown of the Coronavirus pandemic and 
due to temporary legislation enacted by the Government, it meant that a 
referendum was unable to be held until May 2021.   
 
The referendum was held on 6 May 2021, 90% of those people who voted in 
the referendum voted in favour of the plan (293 out of an electorate of 325 who 
voted). 
 
The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 required that if more than 
50% of those voting in the election vote to have the plan made and adopted, 
subject to its exceptional circumstances, the council had to make that plan.  In 
this case, there were no exceptional circumstances.  Therefore, it was 
incumbent upon the council to make the plan and there were no other 
reasonable options. 
 
Therefore, the report before the committee recommended that members 
recommend to Council that Beech Neighbourhood Development Plan 2019-
2028 be adopted so that it becomes part of the statutory development plan for 
Beech parish. 
 
The committee discussed the neighbourhood plan and asked questions of the 
officer. 
 
It was noted that the Beech Neighbourhood Plan was not proposing to extend 
the settlement policy boundary (SPB) and would rely on windfall sites.  It was 
asked whether there had been any discussion to the officer’s knowledge to 
cater for the first-time buyer, small housing market.  In reply, the officer said 
that at various stages, EHDC Planning Policy team had liaised with the 
neighbourhood plan working group to discuss their emerging proposals, there 
had been no issue in terms of compliance with the existing statutory 
development plan regarding the lack of consideration for providing housing 
allocations.  However, Planning Policy did raise that they could consider 
allocation of new sites indeed in the rural area or within the SPB and it was 
understood following discussion amongst the working group, they had decided 
not to pursue that. 
 
The plan stated development within Thedden Grange curtilage would be 
supported but that it should be designed and sited so as to not detract from 
Thedden Grange and its surroundings, it was asked what sort of buildings 
these would be.  In response, the officer said that there was a community living 
at Thedden Grange who had a particular housing requirement for their children 
who had moved away but now wished to return.  The Beech Neighbourhood 
Plan were keen to assist with this and the parish council felt that it was 
appropriate that the siting of any new build would not have a detrimental impact 
on the character of the existing building.   
 
Regarding Thedden Grange, it was noted that this was not a windfall site and 
therefore surely any development would be a new building in the countryside.  
The officer said that general policies in terms of restricting development outside 
the SPB and in the countryside would apply but there was an additional further 
material consideration in this case because of the particular circumstances of 
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Thedden Grange.   The neighbourhood plan stated people who wished to 
locate there could not locate anywhere else in order to meet their needs and 
wanted to be part of that community and therefore, had a housing need 
associated with this particular area. 
 
A question was raised regarding Policy BPC09 ‘Site of the Departure Lounge 
and Village Businesses’ which said that development for new businesses would 
be allowed, and whether there were any current applications that would be 
impacted by the adoption of this new neighbourhood plan.  The Principal 
Planning Policy Officer said that he did not have any knowledge of planning 
applications for this site as that would be for the Development Management 
team but Policy BPC09 was drafted in order to be consistent with the 
requirements of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).  Since the 
time of its examination, because of government legislation and guidance that 
had been put in place, the policies had been treated as strong material 
considerations for relevant applications. 
 
It was asked whether the officer had any comments to make on BPC06(d) 
which required within the Special Housing Area a minimum plot size of 0.2 of a 
hectare which was low density and how that would potentially engage with the 
emerging local plan.  The officer said that this was a part of the policy where 
there had been a difference of opinion between Planning Policy and the 
neighbourhood plan group.  Officers were not sure there was the evidence to 
support a 0.2 of a hectare statement.  The examiner had considered that and 
ultimately decided that this policy was in conformity with the strategic policies of 
the local plan.  It was an open question as to what the emerging local plan 
would say in this regard, the draft local plan was looking at a policy that would 
apply more widely to fairly low-density areas but also encompassing these very 
low-density areas.  The draft local plan did not have this kind of stipulation in it 
but that was not to say that the Regulation 19 plan would not. 
 
Under Policy BPC03 ‘Preventing Coalescence with Alton’, paragraph 4, said 
‘This policy reflects the prospect of Alton’s urban area expanding up to the 
majority of its shared boundary with Beech parish (and crossing into Beech at 
one location)…’  However, looking at the map, it had gone over or was about to 
go over the parish boundary.  The officer said that this particular issue centred 
on an emerging allocation described in the draft local plan as land at Brick Kiln 
Lane which did include some area in Beech Parish.  It was a proposal of the 
draft local plan and was a site that was still to go through the local plan making 
process if it were to get into the local plan.  It was not an extant allocation or a  
permission but it is what the neighbourhood plan working group and parish 
council had seen through the Regulation 18 consultation on the emerging local 
plan and had sent in a representation about this.  It was felt appropriate to 
include the wording at this time in the neighbourhood plan. 
 
The committee congratulated the residents and the team in Beech for preparing 
such a comprehensive document.  It clearly had overwhelming support when 
over 50% of the electorate had voted. 
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Cllr Glass, the Chairman of the Planning Policy Committee proposed the 
recommendation. 
 
This motion was duly seconded by Cllr Williams. 
 
It was AGREED that the Committee RECOMMENDS to Council: 
 
a. That the Beech Neighbourhood Development Plan 2019-2028 is adopted 

with immediate effect, so that it becomes part of the statutory development 
plan for the area. 

 
 
 

The meeting commenced at 6.00 pm and concluded at 6.33 pm 
 


